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The Central District is pleased to bring you the latest information 
concerning utility rates, project developments, Public Service 
Commission actions and other news you can use. I hope you will find this information to be a 
useful resource to learn about the Public Service Commission, consumer issues and the 
continuous work we are doing for the citizens in the Central District and across the state of 
Mississippi. Thank you again for allowing me to serve you in this capacity.  

N ational Water Quality Month is observed every August and provides an opportunity to 
educate and inspire individuals, organizations, and governments to take action to protect our 

precious water resources.  Water is not only vital for our survival but also plays a crucial role in 
sustaining our ecosystems, agriculture, and overall well-being.  As this summer’s heat continues to 
stick around and the rainfall deficit continues to increase, it is essential to raise awareness about 
the importance of clean and safe water for our communities.  

Responsible management of our groundwater and surface water resources is important for 
continued population and economic growth in Mississippi.  Safe, abundant, affordable water is key 
to good personal hygiene and maintaining a safe home or workplace.  Water also provides us 
energy and keeps our bodies functioning properly.   

Common-sense regulations and the agencies that enforce them are critical to ensuring that we 
have adequate supplies of fresh water.  Multiple agencies have the responsibility for managing the 
quantity, safety, access and affordability of clean water in Mississippi.  The MDEQ Office of Land 
and Water Resources is charged with conserving, managing, and protecting the water resources of 
Mississippi.  In part, the agency regulates water quantity by issuing permits for groundwater and 
surface water withdrawals.  The MSDH Public Water Supply Program ensures safe drinking water 
for the 2.9 million citizens of Mississippi by enforcing the requirements of the Federal and State 
Safe Drinking Water Acts.  The MSDH regulates approximately 1,000 community, 75 non-transient 
and 75 transient water systems.  The MS Public Utilities Staff investigates all water filings before 
the MS Public Service Commission and makes recommendations thereon. Filings reviewed include 
applications for construction of facilities, applications to serve customers, and notices to revise 
the rates and charges authorized by the Commission. 

The MS Rural Water Association (MRWA) provides training and technical assistance to water 
system operators around the state and performs some technical services.  The MRWA is the state’s 
largest water and wastewater utility membership organization with over 1,000 member utilities.  I 
appreciate the work of those unheralded water system operators and technicians across the state 
who keep clean water flowing to our taps. 

Mississippians use about 3.5 billion gallons of water every day.  Only one-fourth of that comes 
from surface water like lakes or reservoirs.  The other 2.6 billion gallons comes from groundwater: 
rainfall that has traveled through soil and miles of underground sand deposits to the water well 
pumps that pull the water back to the surface. 

http://www.psc.ms.gov
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/water/water-availability-and-use/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/water/water-availability-and-use/
https://msdh.ms.gov/page/30,0,76.html
https://www.mpus.ms.gov/mpus/home
https://msrwa.org/
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In the U.S., we use water for everything from drinking to recreation without thinking twice about it.  
But what most Americans don’t realize is that not all water is created equal and having immediate 
access to clean water is a privilege, not a right.  Yet, access to generally high quality, unpolluted 
water is constantly taken for granted by too many across the country and the state.   

You are encouraged to learn more about the major sources of freshwater pollution and promote 
steps you can take at home or work to promote water quality, reduce water waste and protect 
water resources. 

*MISSISSIPPI   NEWS* 
Sixteen Counties Affected by June Tornadoes 
Can Now Apply for Federal Assistance 
In June, Mississippi experienced a significant number of tornadoes with 19.  Governor Tate Reeves’ 
request for Individual and Public Assistance (DR-4727-MS) for counties affected by the June 14-19 
severe weather and tornadoes was approved by President 
Joe Biden.  Sixteen (16) counties were approved for Public 
Assistance and two for Individual Assistance. 

Public Assistance was approved for the following sixteen 
counties:  Claiborne, Copiah, Covington, Jackson, Jasper, 
Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, Lawrence, Leake, Neshoba, 
Newton, Rankin, Scott, Simpson, Smith, and Wayne counties 
as well as The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians.  Public 
assistance is available to local governments and eligible 
private non-profit agencies to assist in emergency work 
costs and repairing or replacing disaster-damaged facilities. 

Individual Assistance was also approved for Jackson and 
Jasper counties.  Individual assistance is available to 
residents in those two counties and can include grants for 
temporary housing, home repairs, low-cost loans to cover uninsured property losses, and other 
programs to help individuals and business owners recover from the effects of this disaster. 

Take Steps NOW to  
Prepare for the 
Remainder of 
Hurricane Season 
The 2023 Hurricane Season officially began 
June 1 and ends on November 30.  August is 
generally the most active month of the 
hurricane season and with record-high 
temperatures in the Atlantic and Gulf of 
Mexico, the chances of coming out of this 
hurricane season without severe storms and 
impactful hurricanes is fairly slim. 

http://www.psc.ms.gov
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NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) forecasters have increased the 
likelihood of an above-normal Atlantic hurricane season to 60% (increased from the outlook issued 
in May, which predicted a 30% chance).  NOAA’s update to the 2023 outlook —which covers the 
entire six-month hurricane season— calls for 14-21 named storms (winds of 39 mph or greater), of 
which 6-11 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or greater).  Of those, 2-5 could become 
major hurricanes (winds of 111 mph or greater). 

Entergy Mississippi, LLC shared some preparation and safety tips this week for customers to be 
storm ready.  Additionally, the power company has provided information on the various methods 
to stay updated on Entergy MS’s preparations and restoration efforts before, during and after a 
tropical system strikes. 

Mississippi Power Company provided storm preparation tips earlier this year and all of the power 
company’s storm and outage information can be found by visiting their Storm Center site.  
Customers can sign up for outage alerts, find safety tips and learn about restoration process there. 

The Commission joins the NOAA in urging everyone in vulnerable areas to have a well thought 
out hurricane plan and stay informed through official channels as this season progresses. 

Last Week at the MPSC 
 The Commission issued Suspension Orders in regards to the Notice of Intent of Canton 

Municipal Utilities to increase rates for its Water Service and Sewer Service in its Certificated 
Area, to allow for further investigation by the MS Public Utilities Staff. 

 CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp. d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Mississippi Gas, submitted Pre
-filed Testimony in regard to its Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity for the Proposed Stone County Service Area No. 5 and for the Approval of 
Construction of Certain Facilities.  The cost of said facilities is estimated to be approximately 
$2.47 million. 

 Entergy Mississippi, LLC made its Supplemental Compliance Filing pursuant to the 
Commission’s July 11 Order to implement changes to its previously proposed Solar for Schools 
Rate Schedule (SFS-1) and associated documents.  Entergy Mississippi, LLC submitted the 
revised Schedule SFS-1; A redlined version of Schedule SFS-1, showing the changes; A 
revised Solar for School Agreement; and A redlined version of the Solar for School Agreement 
and PPA Agreement, showing the changes. 

 Mississippi Power Co. also made its Supplemental Compliance Filing pursuant to the 
Commission’s July 11 Order to implement changes to its previously proposed Solar for Schools 
Rate Schedule (SFS). Mississippi Power Co. filed a Revised and Redlined copy of the Solar for 
Schools Rate Schedule along with the Solar for Schools Power Purchase Agreement and the Solar 
for Schools Agreement. 

 The Public Utilities Staff filed the monthly Purchased Gas Audit Reports for the period April 1, 
2023 through April 30, 2023 for the following entities: Atmos Energy; CenterPoint 
Energy; Spire Mississippi Inc. 

 West Madison Utility District filed its First Set of Data Requests to the intervenor in the matter 
of Application of West Madison Utility District for a Supplemental Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity Authorizing It to Operate and Maintain a Water System in a 
Specified Area in Madison County. The intervenor filed their Response to the First Set of Data 
Requests. 

  Entergy Mississippi, LLC filed its Energy Cost Recovery Rider Schedule ECR-4 (Revised) and its 
Power Management Rider Schedule (PMR-14). The Net ECR/PMR Balance as of July 31, 2023 is a 
$1,585,626 Under Recovery. 

http://www.psc.ms.gov
https://www.entergynewsroom.com/news/entergy-mississippi-ready-for-peak-hurricane-season/
https://www.mississippipower.com/community/news-center/2023/storm-strong-for-you--mississippi-power-strengthens-service-territory-for-2023-hurricane-season.html
https://www.mississippipower.com/residential/power-outages---storm-center.html
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675500
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675501
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675521
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675521
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675522
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675523
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675524
https://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675525
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675526
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675526
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675527
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675528
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675529
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675530
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675531
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675531
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675532
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675542
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675543
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675540
http://www.psc.state.ms.us/InSiteConnect/InSiteView.aspx?model=INSITE_CONNECT&queue=CTS_ARCHIVEQ&docid=675541
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 The Commission issued a Recommended Order of the Hearing Examiner granting the petition 
of SR CL Panola I, LLC for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing the 
construction, operation and maintenance of a 4.75 Megawatt AC solar generation facility located 
in Panola County. The Petitioner will construct, own, and operate the solar facility on 
approximately sixty-five (65) acres of land located at 107 Hadorn Road in Batesville.  The facility 
is anticipated to provide up to $400,000.00 in ad valorem tax revenue over its forty-year 
estimated life. 

 The Commission also issued a Recommended Order of the Hearing Examiner granting the 
petition of SR CL Panola II, LLC for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
authorizing the construction, operation and maintenance of a 4.75 Megawatt AC solar 
generation facility located in Panola County. Petitioner will construct, own, and operate the 
solar facility on approximately eighty (80) acres of land and is located at 237 Buckhorn Road in 
Batesville.  The facility should provide up to $500,000.00 in ad valorem tax revenue over its 
forty-year estimated life.  

Rachael Ring, from our office, along with 
representatives of Atmos Energy and 
additional utilities, joined Mississippi 811 
on Friday (8/11), National Safe Digging 
Day, for their blood drive to promote safe 
digging and saving lives.  Throughout the 
day, 60 donors hopped on the bus to 
donate.  Don’t forget to call Mississippi 
811 before you dig! 

Earlier this year, Allume Energy 
unveiled their newest U.S. 
SolShare installation at a 
multifamily building owned and 
operated by Belhaven 
Residential in Jackson. This 
initiative aims to bring clean, 
sustainable and affordable 
renewable energy to low-income 
residents. I was on site Tuesday 
morning to meet with Jennifer 
Welch (pictured above, middle), Founder of Belhaven Residential, and 
Alicia Brown (pictured above, left), Director of Sustainability at the 
Savannah (Georgia) Office of Sustainability, to discuss the benefits of 
the project and the process leading to its successful completion.  
Alicia is also the former DOE Solar Innovator Fellow domiciled at the 
MS PSC and was the leading proponent for this project.  

http://www.psc.ms.gov
https://files.constantcontact.com/8c5d2a30801/4476d721-9d97-49ff-b7b1-6b9e7de86abc.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8c5d2a30801/a359005b-035e-4937-8998-fa31d5f13b8c.pdf
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Last week, our Consumer 
Complaint Specialists handled 
a total of 31 complaints in the 
Central District. 
 

Electric Companies   26 
Telecommunications  4 
Water/Sewer    1 

Our Pipeline Safety Division completed 4 
construction inspections in the Central District 

during the month of July. 
 

The total amount of construction 
notices that were received by the 

Commission in the Central District 
during the month of July is 

approximately $1.7 million. 
 

“Reporting of Construction Work” - The rule is 
found in Chapter 57.1: All Construction work 
involving gas facilities in which the estimated 
cost of proposed facilities is in excess of eight 

thousand dollars are related facilities that would 
be governed by the Federal Minimum Safety 

Requirements, will be reported in writing, or via 
telephone to the MS Public Service Commission 

prior to starting date of such 
construction.  (There are exceptions for 

emergencies.) 
  

The Commission encourages all intra-state 
natural gas operators to comply with the rule.  

I was honored to speak at the Byram Chamber of Commerce August Member Luncheon on Tuesday. 
We enjoyed a great lunch and a wide-ranging discussion on matters important to consumers and 
issues on-going at the PSC. I appreciate Byram Mayor Richard White for his hospitality, and thank 

Barry Clemmer for the invitation to address their community –focused organization. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

The MPSC will conduct 

its next Docket Meeting 

on Thursday, August 17, 2023, 

at 10 am in the MPSC Hearing 

Room.  The Agenda can be 

viewed here. 

http://www.psc.ms.gov
https://www.psc.ms.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/8-17-23-Agenda.pdf

